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Abstract 

This study aims to discuss the meaning of the ‘silence’ notion pragmatically and literary; in novel 

and poetry. As far as pragmatics is concerned, it means an important means of communication 

within a context, and it is a culture dependent. As for silence in literature, it offers the example in 

which silence is not only present and comprehended but also a substantial part of communication 

that encapsulate a sender and a receiver. In novels, it is considered as a new humanistic tactic 

through which a writer would force the reader to feel words rather than reading them plus more 

intensity and strength. Novelists tend to use silence in writing their novels as it is an integral part 

of voices and a revelation of so many hidden things, but it mistakenly might be understood as a 

refusal for communication. Finally, the notion of ‘silence’ in poetry offers the readers many 

examples where the poet invites the readers to hear "silence." In some cases, it is even personified 

and is given a physical being. 
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