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Abstract 

This research sheds light on an important area in Bakathir plays, woman’s image, which has not 

been studied by any researcher to the best of my knowledge. An important objective of the study 

is to show how Bakathir portrays women in his selected plays and why his attitude towards women 

distinguishes his literary works among his contemporary writers. The significance of the study 

stems from the fact that such issues remain controversial and differs according to the writer 

ideology and background. Moreover, Bakathir, as well as his philosophy of woman is still 

unknown in the realm of world literature in general and contemporary Arabic literature in 

particular. The paper analyzes the image of women in Bakathir's plays: The Secret of Shahrazad 

(1951), Cats and Rats (1962) and The Tragedy of Zeinab(1966). However, the focus will be 

primary on The Secret of Shahrazad. It will display the way in which a woman is introduced and 

its relation to Bakathir’s vision. It is clear that he presents an unprecedented splendid image for a 

woman in his plays. Not only does he highlight the woman in her bright images, yet he deliberately 

investigates the history and legends that encroach the holiness of the woman. He rectifies the 

history blunder and reinterprets the legends. The woman is portrayed in a positive and bright 

image, and the misconception that had been stickled to women for ages is tackled positively and 

logically. It is clear that Bakathir’s portrayal of woman is colored by his own vision which is based 

on Islamic ideology. 
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