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Abstract 

This paper addresses corporeality as a space of subversion to hegemonic discourses in J. M. 

Coetzee’s fiction. The body is not only elusive to representation but it is also entrusted with a 

certain degree of authority that allows it to contravene the systems of normalization imposed by 

dominant discourse. The paper tends to appropriate poststructuralism and postcolonialism as its 

main theoretical grid to argue that corporeality in Coetzee’s novels is deployed as a fluid 

construct that offers a space of interaction between subjectivities beyond the rigid contours of 

discursive representation. In Dusklands, the clear-cut demarcations erect between the Self and 

the Other often blur and disintegrate while facing the permeability and extensiveness of the 

body. In Waiting for the Barbarians and Foe, however, the mutilated and silenced body of the 

Other is presented as a space of resistance to the Empire’s attempts to inscribe its statement of 

powerviolently. It is only the diseased body of Mrs. Curren, in Age of Iron, which transforms 

into an intersubjective space of reciprocity between Self and Other that is capable of overcoming 

the fixed barriers between subjects. Being an active site of contestation between subjectivities, 

the textual construction of corporeality in Coetzee's aforementioned novels offers creative 

opportunities of becoming and grants an imaginative understanding of otherness outside the 

limits of the logic of binarism encapsulated in colonial and imperialist discourses. 
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